To the Lords and Commons Aſſembled at Weſtminſter at this their Seſſion, 
begun on November 12. 1694- Richard Stafford , a Scribe inſtrufted 


in the Law of God, doth continue his Teſtimony, . with the Addition of 


more Words. 


Men, Brethren, and Fellgw-Creature:: 


Thath been my Error and Ignorance hevetofyre (the 
Reaſon whereof I could alſo aſfign) That I have di- 
Jperi'd theſe things promiſcuouſly amongſt the Com- 
mon People which did chiefly and properly, yea, and 

only belong to your Cognizance and Inſpetion. To refify 
which for the future, I do hereby Preſent ye ( who meet 10- 
gether at this Seaſen of the Near, to be Raiſers of Taxes, 
Dan. 11. 20. ) with theſe following Lines, for your Conſide- 
ration, I would to God, I might add, for your Obedience ro 
be had unto it, For there 15 an obedience due to the Truth, 
as may be gathered from Rom. 2.8, Gal. 3,1. Altho in 
both thoſe Places Prople obey it not. 

There are but vs'y few further new Thoughts ( beſites 
what I have already written and publiſhed ) which ao ariſe 
in my Mind concermng the Government, as ye call it, But 
this I do til you almoft werpirg, ( becauſe that ye do fill 
Refuſe and Rebel, Ifa, 1. 20. And I telieve and know 
what will be the coxſ qumt therrof unto y-) That I ſhall 
ſtand in my Lot at the endcf the days. Dan. 12.13. and 
I ſhall implerd year the Fud, m:nt-Seas of God with all 
thoſe words wh:ch ] have wriiten and made know? ( a Ca- 
talegue whereof 11 recitea im tht Book of mine , Entituled, 
Richard Stafford his Laſt and Concluding Teſtimony . di- 
rected to Ye at your |a\t Sellſions of November 7, 1693. 
Bec1vſe, ana inaſmuch aSts therein ſaid, Te bali con mit- 
ted a vin in putting drwn one. Knig and Settirg uy ane- 
ther; ana yet Ze will ror come 10 K-pemtance, Te hate 
done a wrone therein, and yet Ye will ne? makes Rolf. tu- 
tro, Any Law, Commun imens or Or denance of your God to 
the contr.:7) no:witiffand ng. $9 tha: al! thir mien wiie 
Te ave in Rebeilion ogarn?t God, jor Te nc37Hoer 00) bis 
Law,” 0 yt b's Gaſvel The certain Conjeauen! whveut 
will be to Te ſeverally \ 10: withRana.ns that Y: now (ive 
ard die-like ether Aften, ani te flew rſh and piiſrer for a 
wWhile(for if 15 commonly /2.n, that the ay of the Wicks 
ed doth profpcr, and they are happy v hy deal Trexcher- 
ouf'y-Jer. 12: 1, 4 q ;* fir If er:d, Ali Th rzs come 


alike to all, There is one event to the Righteous and 


», 


the Wicked, Eccleſ. 9 2, Yet nevethe'eſ; the End of ai 


ſuch who obey not the Lazy of God nor the Go'pel of 


Chriſt, : tobe puniſhcd with Everlaſting De{trudtion from 
the Preſence of the Lord, and from tle Glory of lis 
Power, 


But ſome of Ye may be apt to ſiy, What Law of God :s 
it which we do not obey ? 1t r5 that his Panding Law on4 
Commandment in Iſa. 1, 17, Relieve the Opprefſſed, Is 
the Margin of the Bible it ir, Rightcn, ( which'fi cnifies to 
fet right again) ſo that herein Ye do not obey the Law an4 
Comman ment of God, in that Ye do not Relieve, Rightcn, 
and ct. Right again your Oppreſid King JAMES 
Nor yet do Ye Relieve, Righten, and ſt Rigltt again all 
boſs that have been oppreſſ. a unaer him, 

Whereas, If Ye wou'd h:arken unto and obcy the voice 
of the Lord your God, according as h s Spirit ſrea!:s that 
by the mouth of 1ſaia/ : $o that Ye would in theinflance 
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here given R:lieve, Rizhien, ant [ef& iz 5g win your op- 


b, 
\ y* - P ' t, a | # : , 
prefied K'ng ; All theſe goo things would follow anfl 
come to paſs, 
Ye would h:reby (as far as ).cth on your Part) prevent 
« ? oy +”: £ » ! —- ' : ; 
that further Fi ifon of Blood in rhe Neiphbouring 1 


tons, andon the Seas, wit hh th cr:ro hach been Nied on 
ths account, And if Ye would do thus , parc! 
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29g . , , I ' ; 
Q evce to God's Word, 3c ording tots R 
Ct.ons$ thereofy, By way of jt Treaty and Prudent Ac 
bs ; % ' * ' » ” } $. } WW 4 : 11 wy ' - 
commodat:on, it wou!d utterly take 2way all polbility of 
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and ample Reſtitution to thofe who have Suffered loſs of 
(Goods or Livelihood , only for their keeping the King's 
Commandment, and that in regard of the Oath of Gad. 
E:cleſ. 8 2, which they had taken of faithfuJneſs and ſub- 
j<&09 unto that King and Governour as ſent by him, 1 
Pit. 2. 14, according to the Commandment and Orai- 
nauce of God herein, This doing would ( according to 
that God-l:ke AR ) loſe the Priſoners, Pal, 46. 7- and 
let go a1] ſuch Caprives (Empharically call'd my Captives, 
Iſa. 45.15, ſaith God) as have becn, or are confin'd on- 
ty for preſerving their Irzcgrity , and kee ng a good 
Conſcience, or for the Teſtimony cf his Ward and Truth, 
The rehewving your epprefſed King, ond doing of righteouſ- 
eſt unto him, would at once pur a ſtop to thoſe Great and 
continued Tares, which now ye think neceſſary, and alſo 
ye do therewith prop, and hoid up Iniquity and Confuſion 
And Ye [til] carry on the killing and fliying our Fellow- 
Creatures, who are made after the Simil tude of Gd, 
Yea the tine cemcthlor rather it is come © t this day )!hat 
whoſcever killeth you, will think that he doth God [ervice. 
[oh. 1G, 2, But it is evident and cicar from hence, That 
it is no ſervice of God, but highly provoking and diſpleaſing 
unto him to kill his Children and Servants, Soit may be 
truly rcatoned from the words immediately following, 
Thar it is alfo difpleaſing and contrary unto the mind of 
God, to kill any of the Common and mixt Multitude of 
Mankind, ( Sze, and conſider well of Gen, 9, 5. ) And 
treſc things will they do unto you , becauſe they have not 
known the Faticr ir Me. So at this day the Chicf Men 
and Rolere, and tiovſe who arc (mployed in the Profecu- 
tion of the War, The'e things t'iey do unto his Creatures, 
tice -nſe they hive not krown God nor CEriſt ; for if they 
0 know God, they would hearken unto, ard turn at bis 
Rejy"ft, Prov. 1, 23, fo as to refrain any longer from do- 
wa of it; Wrat mean ye that ye beat my People t1 pieces , 
(u:h the Ltrd God of offs. la. 3 15. Ard fo it they did 
know Ged, they nigM even now hear his Voice ſpeaking 
from Heavenin hike manner ; what? mean ye that ye kill 
eud 1 urde myCreat wei, 1i:th rhe Lord God of Hoſts, or the 
Loyd wid Our Cre r, Fer 10 18 my Mind and W:l! thar my 
Whole Roeaſon:ibleCrcation onFarth ſhould feed the Lambs 
8fter theur Manny, if, 5.19 without tro: bling, inter- 
fering , Burting , much leſs dettroying one another, 
However Nation or Country 18 divided from cach other by 
Rivers, Seas, Rochs,-or other marks or BRds; yet not 
withſtanding dates rai flortles ant Partitions, it is all 
1! 016 an the {41mm I | pl qa { t 6Ur God. 

And " nNT% 1thilans Ng whit Me Me Tengers of Satan 
( tor {0 tt uly they are, 1 ſmh as heigthe »6addon ant 
Deſriger, and to him it 13 given Oo take Peacc off irum 
the Earth) crex firmed :nio dm ters of Righteaouſueſs, dy 
Preach or Teach (They {pe ik 2 Vi jron out of ther own heart, 
an:7 1.07 ou7 of the onh pf che Lord. Ir, 23: 16;-1 lacy 


ſpeak more ont of their own Imaginations, than from his 
written Word) to allow of and vindicate their unchriſtian, 
or rather Antichriſtian Wars ; But. herein They have mr 


ſo learned Chriſt; They have not been fo taught, or moſt 


certainly, they do not teach the Truth as it win Jeſus , 
But theſe things they ſay and do , becauſe they hav enor 
known Chriſt, for Himſelf ſpeaketh on this wiſe ; Ne have 
heard that it hath beey ſaid,anEye for an eye,aud aTwth for 
a tooth, Burt I ſay unto you, that ye reſiſt not Emil ; but who- 
foever ſhall ſmite thee on thy, right Cheek, turn to him t/'c 
0: her alſo, Matth. 5. 38, 39. So that however Wars or 
Revenge of Injuries were allowable to the Jews ( Like as 
Moſes allowed to them Divorce for the hardneſs of their 
Hearts) yet they are nos lawful to us Chriſtians, wis arc 
under the Diſpenſation of .the Son of God the Prin-ec ot 
Peace,who is alſoPrince of the Kings of the Earth. Rev.1.y. 
If Feſur, the Word, had bren in them, or itthey had 0- 
beycd, and bcen guided by the Word of God, All thuſe 
Creatures had nor died, Joh. 11. 21. who have been kill'd 
in theſe Wars, and the End is not yet: For (till there re- 
mains ſome more of the People of rhe Men of Var, which 
are to be conſumed, becauſe they will net obey the waice of 
the word of the Lexa. Joſhua 5.6, As it is written, This 
he that was in the Church in the wilderneſs Acts 7. 38. So 
it may be truly affirmed, This J-ſus ( who ig the way, the 
Truth, and the Life) is he that was in Joſeph, when he ſpoke 
on this wile, God did ſend me. before you to preſerve Life, 
Gen. 45. $. To ſave much People alive. Gen. 50 20, And 
ſo Ye the Repreſentatives of the People of this Nation, 
if Ye would obcy the Truth of God, and dy according to 
the Truth as it is in Jeſus, hereby Ye might be inſtrumen- 
tal ro preſervz hfe, and to ſave much People alive ; as con- 
trariwiſe Ye have been herctotore, and will be (hill inftru- 
mental ard occaſional of deſtroy.ng th:m; as hitherto Ye 
have not, and as long as Ye ſhall not obey the Truth of 
God, nur yet co according tothe Truth as it is in Jeſus, 
This ſame Truth, if Ye would obey ir, would fer the 
Scas open again , thar People might tollow their lawful 
Mcrchandize with leſs fear and danger; So that theymight 
return again to their former Plentitul and free manner of 
Trade and Commerce, For the knowledg: of and obgd:- 
ence nnto the Truth, would br.ng about the Great and 
defiribl'e Things of Righteouſueſs and Peace. In a wor!?, It 
8 abſolutely neccſſary and ſubſervient ro th* preſent Good 
and ctergal Salvation of Mankind. And alſoir will appear 
upon the review of Things, when we ſhall remember. Luk. 
16, 25 the ſeveral Actions of this palt Life, and when c- 
very one ſail rece;ve thelhings done in the Body, according 
to that he hath aoxe whether good or bad, That it would 
have tended more to the preſent Good, and future Reward 
of Mankind, it that ſame Labour and Charge (as Ye 
miphr {t:}] fo turn and apply it it Ye would be willing and 
ebeaient unto the Word of the Lord ) had been done, and 
beltow- 
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beſtowed towards the pub!:ſhing and univerſal propagation 
of God's Eternal Truth ( which would have preſerv'd the 
Lives of People both Tempora/ly and Eterna'ly ) which 
now hath been expended and laid out rowards the deltroy- 
ing Men's Lives; and what 1s yet worſe, They have died 
in their Sint, Joh. $. 21, which is the uſual Confequent 
when Pcopie will not believe, or they reject and put away 
tae Word trom amongſt them, 

Think upon this and tremble therea*, Ye that 2rc now 
for Raiſing ſurther Supplies and Taxes for carrying on the 
Var agami} France with Y:gour: For it will be Bitterneſs 
70 Tein:hbe End, 2 Sam. 2, 26. when thro? y 15 the 
Sword /7a1 aecour for ever; tharis, tor a 10 F And 
Ye are for going on ſtill after your own Wiſdom and Will, 
Any Law or Ordinance of Go to the contrary notwith/tana- 
17g. Be it again known unto Ye, That the Lord will make 
Inquiſition forBlood, Pla, 9. 12. and he will require of the 


VARY band; of ſuc, who have the outward, to proclaim War or 


Treat of Peace (which tho it be in” Shom Ye call your 
King ; yet by your turniſhing Him with theMatter where- 
with the War is carried on; Ye do thus become Partakers 
with him of the Blood of God's Creatures ; and thus up- 
on You will! come the Guilt of what Blood hath been ſlicd 
on the Earth ) the life of every Man. Gen. 9. 5. which 
hath becn already, or ſhall yer be loſt in theſe unnece.lary 
Wars; For {> they are inaſmuch as they might have been 
avoided at firſt, and even now, or at any time an end may 
be put unto them. ow fo, or which way? Let this Na- 
tion but ence do Reg/hteonſn'ſ ( which is the Command- 
ment and W.ll of the moſt High God, as may be gathered 
from1ſa. 58. 2,) and we ſhall have Peace, For the work of 
righteeſn:ſ; ſhall be Peace, and the effe7 of righteouſneſ; 
Quierneſs and aſſurance forever. And my peopleſhall dwell 
:n a Peaceable Habitation, and in ſure Dwellings, and in 
Quiet Reſting-Piaces, Ia. 32. 17, 19. Righteouſneſs and 
Peace have kiſſed each other, Plal, 85. 10, The Mountains 
ſhall bring Peace to the People, and the L:itle Hills by Righ- 
teouſneſr. Pla). 72. 3, As when weask the way ro ſuch a 
Place, we are ſhewed ſuch a Path or Tract, and they give 
us for DireQion, That we mult go by ſuch a Houſe or Vil- 
lage, or remarkable Token: So the Holy Ghoſt hereby 
doth ſignify, that the way to Peace is by Righteouſneſs, 
According to what 15 again written, Firſt being by [nter- 
pretation King of Righteouſneſt, and after that alſo King of 
Salem, which is King of Peace, Heb. 7.2, In all theſe 
Places Peace is the conſequent and cftc& of Righreouincls, 
now7uftitia eft ſwum cuique Wy or in the language and 
requiring of the Goſpel, It is to render unto all their dUCS. 
Rom, 1 3.7.So that, if Rightcouſneſs were univerſally done 
from & on all fides,Peacewould thereupon as certainly tol- 
1o# a:God's Word 1s true. And we might glyc Gud fo much 
Glory as to believe his aſſured Promites, and trult npon 
his invifible Protettion, We might believe 1: God )and 


not on'y ſay ſo inthe words of our Creed) That i: (h3!l be 
even ſo as it is here to'd! ve, 

Let Comm ffi>ners be ſent to Sr, Germans ( like as were 
formerly to His Brothcr at Breda ), to Treat with in order 
to Reſtore and Re-inſtate our Deprived King, only*in a 
Chriftian and Rational manner - Thiogs may be yer 
Perceably and Prudently Adjuſted and Eſtabliſhed upon 
the ſure foundation of Righteouſneſs, Merry, and forgive 
ing one another, By ordering the Government With 
Fudgment ant ;ulice from hen-:eforth even for evergaccord- 
ing to the Rules and DircQions of Gods Written Wore, 
And then it any ul Conſ:.quent ſhould be thereof in the 
[at conſiderable Inftince 3 for my Part ( becauſe thar I 
do according ro myPuty, and in obedience to my God, 
Write and Publiſh Mele Thngs) would ®ntenredly {ubs 
pit, and Yo.untarily give up my [{e.frothe fevercſt Puniſh- 

ent, and to b» put unto the moſt cruel lingring Death 
which ever any One did untergo ſince Man was Created 
on the Earth, Which Oft:zr I would not make, Bur thar 
L believe, and am aſſured b:forchand, T hat if we made the 
Lord which is 0ur Refugs, eventhe maſt High our Habit as 
tio, In our doing only the Thing which is Lawtul and 
Right, and nothing clle (not chuſing Iniquity rather than 
Affliction, accorcing as the Phraſe :s in the Pook af Job. ) 
There would nu Evil b:fall ww, Pal. gi. s, 10. 

There is hardiy a Thought or Surmiſe which can poilibly 
ariſe in Your Hearts againſt your dying ot rightcoutneſs, 
and coming to Repentance, to which a clear An{wer and 
full Satisfaction hath not been given in ſome of my (cveral 
Books and Papers (which are but ſo many Reaſfonings and 
Inferences from out of the Writtcn Word of God ) and 
trom the Truth of Things. 

WillYe not be altogether as well, yea better protected in 
vour Eſtates, and ſecured in your Reſpe<iive Propertics ur - 
d ra rightfulKing WS...xt wget i Government agar , 
when Ye may dwcll ſay everyMan undcr his Vine, ana 
under his Fig-tree; when allo therewith the Leyd will 
bleſs hi; People with Peace, Plal. 29,11. As now Ye ſcem 
to be whenYe areonly guarded by the Power of the Sword. 
As to which, according to the uncertain and doubrful E- 
vents of War, Like as a clear Day doth ſometimes oa a 
ſudden tvrn black with Clouds, Storms and Tempeſts : So 
altho at preſent Ye may think your ſelves on the ſtronger 
and ſurer Side, and promiſe to your ſelves Peace and Sate- 
ty in theConquelt and Victory over al) your Enemies; then 
by ſome unforeſeen and unexpetted Accidents, ſudden De- 
firuTion may come at unaware!, Reraember the days ot 
Oid, Confider the Years of many Generations. Ask thy 
Father, and he will ſhew thee, thy Elders, and they will 
reach thee, Even common Reaſon teacheth thus much, 
Thar it is ſafer and berterro Enjoy ones Property by Law 
and Right, than only to keep it by Strength, Force, and 
a continual Watch and Guard overit ? Beſides the Waft, 

| voided 


| Expence, and more. eſpecially the Gail: 


| is done by Rea 


ſhould be moſt confidered, for here ir is poſſible to be 3+ 
voided) fer which, as aforeſaid, Cod will make inquifiti- 
on, and of thar there muſt an account be given. 
Ihdeed if the Truth of things was bro 


"Thd ught out ( which 
ſoning throughly, and ſifting them to the 
very Bottom) ſo many things might be alledged as muſt 
perſuade Men. Burt this is the failure and unhappineſs a- 
2in, that here wEhave to do with the Rebels and workers 
of lniquity rhemfelyes, and as men do not gather Grapes 
from Thorns, nor Figs from Thiſtles ; and Good doth not 
uſually proceed forth from evil Stocks : So what Good 
can be hoped or expeted from workers of Iniquiry, and 
from ignorant feartulSinnerswhich o ways?Bur then 
chiefly, rhere isSaran,the inviſible Enemy of Maukind, the 
Syirit that worketh in the Children of Diſobedicnce, who 
a(ts ar the bottom of all this, who doth Letrt,Hinder,Rehit, 
defear ard infuſes into the Hearts of Men a thouſand 
falſe Imaginations and wrong Surmiſcs, That it is not al 
together ſo much to be wondered at; 'That altho' there 
hath been Warning after warning, Line upon line, line up- 
en line, Precept upon precept, precept upon preecept unto 
eh's People concerning this Matter, and God hath given 
tl;em fo long a ſpaceof Ropentance, wherein alſo he hath 
ſhewcd towards themGoodneſs, and Forbearance,and long- 
fult-ring (which ſhould lead them to Repentance) Yet for 
el this they have nor, they do not, and as yet they will 
not repent of their Deed, 4 

T have everthrown ſome of yeu as God overthrew Sodom 

«rd Gomorrah, and ye were as aFirebrand pluckt out of the 
Burning ; Tet have ye not returned unto me, ſaith the Lord 
Amos 4. 10. And ſo altho' God hath by a ſudden violent, 
and unexpetted ſtroke when ſhe was in the midſt of Health, 
Age, Strength and Vigour (by ſending a Complication of 
D:(coles, 2s it he world gh_ oreMeſſengers than 
oneto make more ſure , to ferch the Soul from the Body, 
and by a kind of Vifitation not very common to Men and 
V'omen) Removed one of the Prirfeipal Workers of Iniqui- 
ev, to frlfl chat Part of his Word in Erhkeſ'6, 2,3. Yet 
ye would not lay it throvghly ro Heart, Bur rather, part- 
ly tocnc%ezvour to juſtify (for indeed ye can no mare make 


'tjulk, chan ye can mikÞ wrong Right, crooked ſtreighr, 


and no more than ye can v.ter the ature of Things) and 
ed:*:xue (1: 18 ro0 trac that this is in your Powers ) your 
muriny Sin as far ac ever 1f will 99, even ro the Grave. 
A+ 1tioto maniteft, That the Rich and M ghty People, and 
ft: Nolritude of this Worlt, are moſt 7.calons, and make 
greeref? Shew in a corrupt and wrong Thing ( For that 
W115 hiehly eflce red anoneſt Men, is Atowination jt 
ror firbe of God, Lulle 16, 15.) Yebchtowed more colt and 
onfart! Pomp ( Tiiz like did their Forefathers 09 O. C.) 
Un ber Fanecal then 1 have rex or kerrd, to have been 
don't unto an; Rightfug &ing or Qocen tince the Con- 
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of Blood ( which . 


queſt.Shalthe Throne of Iniquity have fellowſhip with thee? 
Plal, 94. 20. which implies a ſong Negative , Thar it 
ſhall not have fellowſhip with God. Tho" it is placed on 
High on Earth, it ſhall never go to Heaven, For thoſe that 
ds Iniquity (under which two words are compriſed, Both 
they which place, and thoſe which are placed on the 
Throne of Iniquity are doomed to another oppoſite Place, 
as may be ſeen in Mat. 13. 41, 4%. The ſame God will 
bring the Day that he hath called upon ye alſo, and ye 
ſhallbe like unto her ; And then ye ſhall Return and diſ- 
ce:n,Thatit would have been better for ye in this your day 
to hay the Things which belong to your Peace, 
To ha to Repentance, and to have made Reltitu- 
tion, 

lr may be here thought improper and unſeaſonable to 
lay theſe words before Ye now at the latter end of the Gay, 
and towards the breaking up of this your Seſhon. For it 
Ye would indeed come to Repentance, Ne:ther 1s this a 
work of one day or of two; for we are many tht have 
Tranſgreſſed in thi; Thing. Ezra 10. 13. Then Ye may do 
ſomewhat towards it now, or theſe Words may remain 
written againſt your next Seſſion, for your more Conlide- | 
ration of them inthe mean while, Or rather for hereby 
alſo may be prevented the loſs of that blood , which 
otherwiſe will be ſhed this next enſuingSummer,becauſe as 
I my ſelf was afraid to negle& or omit to write and pub- 
liſh theſe Words, leſt God ſhould take away my Breath, or 
the opportunity from me. hefore the Return of that Sea- 
ſon of the Year whertia Yeare to meet again : Soleſt the 
ſame God ( in whoſe hand # the Breath of every living 
Creature) ſhould take away Your breaths, as in probabi- 
lity he willas ro ſome of Ye,or theOpportunity ftromYe be- 
fore your next Seſltion ; Therefore, as Ye have already 
(peat many Weeks upon Trifles, ſo Ye might yet ſect afide 
a few days for the Conſideration of fo Weighty a buſineſs, 
as to anſver, and ſay, To put in Practice and do accord- 
ingly ; We have treſpaſſid againſt cur God , by deſpiling 
his Oath, and forſaking his Ordinance ; in Depofing and 
driving away our King; And We have ſet a Stranger King 
over xi, contrary to his Law in Deut. 17.15, Who was 
no; boy nor bred up in this Lan! Tet now there 3s Hope ti 
Iſrael concerning thi; thng, Now ther fore, let rs moke a 
Covenant with our Cod to put away t..e Stranger (which 's 
to be done withovr any Violence or harmto his Ferſun, 
Tit Ile may be only 3n theSeition He was in before; for 
ſo they did here as to tha Seenze (Wives; and the Law of 
Gud and the Chriftian n doth not permir of any 
Violence) according ic 88 Count! of theſe thit Trent le as 
the Commu nnan out if err God, and tr? it be ane oc: wars 
to the Law, Ezra to. 2, 3» Toaliade. unto Hejcs 2, 
Here'n fy and @o, We will oo and return to 0ur firſt Hus- 
bard (5d nie fr 610 wat 18 6ei'tr will 1.47 wwe 
ol. 2, 8 | 
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